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Old St. Louie
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Performance Notes

This arrangement was sung by the arranger's first quartet, The Quadratic Equation, who used it in winning the Central States
District contest in 1979. At that time it was considered borderline as a contest arrangement because of its "'swing-rhythm" nature,
but changing standards have by now affirmed its contest worthiness, and it has become popular around the Society. As of this

writing, performers who sing this song in contest should change the first two tenor notes of measure 22 to DY to make those
chords acceptable.

The composer, Greg Hoeltzel, is an orthodontist in St. Louis who played piano in an instrumental jazz trio at the time this song
was composed.

"Old St. Louie" is best performed as a slow swing tune, with a gentle syncopation, a lightly accentuated back beat, and a smooth,
lilting delivery. The lyrics provide rich opportunities for color, texture, and inflection in portraying the quaint, nostalgic images.
One popular interpretive option is to sing ad lib beginning with measure 21, returning to tempo either at measure 23 or at the bass
pickup to measure 25. The tag should be sung freely and tuned carefully, with a colorful and engaging tenor melody.

N
As a final note: Questions about the contest suitability of this or any other song/arrangement should be directed to the judging
community and measured aginst current contest rules. Ask before you sing.



